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New Edition, Crown ^vo, p, 6d, 

Voices of Comfort. Edited by the 

Rev. Thomas Vincent Fosbery, M.A., sometime 
Vicar of St. Giles's, Reading. 

[This Volume, of prose and poetry, original and selected, aims at 
revealing the fountains of hope and joy which underlie the priefs and 
sorrows of life. 

It is so divided as to afford readings for a month. The keynote of 
each day is given by the title prefixed to it, such as ' The Power of the 
Cross of Christ, Day 6. Conflicts of the Soul, Day 17. The Com- 
munion of Saints, Day 2a The Comforter, Day aa. The Light of 
Hope, Day 85. The Coming of Christ, Day a8.' Each day begins 
with passages of Holy Scripture. These are followed by articles in 
prose, which are succeeded by one or more short prayers. After these 
are Poems or passages of poetrv, and then very brief extracts in prose 
or verse close tne section. The Dook is meant to meet, not merely cases 
of bereavement or physical suffering, but ' to minister specially to the 
hidden troubles of the heart, as they are silently weavmg their dark 
threads into the web of the seemingly brightest life.'] 



JVlnu Edition. Smalt Zvo, 3X. 6d, 

Hymns and Poems for the Sick 

and Suffering. In connexion with the Service for the 
Visitation of the Sick. Selected from various Authors. 
Edited by the Rev. Thomas Vincent Fosbery, 
M.A.^ sometime Vicar of St. Giles's, Reading. 

[This Volume contains 233 separate pieces; of which about 90 are by 
writers who lived prior to the eighteenth century; the rest are modem, 
and some of these original. Amongst the names of the writers (between 
70 and 80 in number) occur those of Sir J. Beaumont; Sir T. Brown; 
F. Davison; Elizabeth of Bohemia; P. Fletcher; G. Herbert; Dean 
Hickes; Bishop Ken; Norris; Quarles; Sandys; Bishop J. Taylor; 
Henry Vaughan; and Sir H. Wotton. And of modern writers: Mrs. 
Barrett Browning; Bishop Wilberforce; S. T. Coleridge; SirR. Grant; 
Miss E. Taylor; W.Wordsworth; Archbishop Trench ; Rev. Messrs. 
Chandler, Keble, Lyte, Monsell, and Moultrie.] 
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' I believe in the life everlasting. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

TV yT OST of the Litanies collected here have already 
appeared in * Voices of Comfort' and other 
works. Three of them have been written expressly 
for this collection, which is now published in the hope 
that it may prove, in however humble a manner, an 
aid to the devotion of those whose prayers are daily 
ascending to 'the golden altar which is before the 
Throne.' 

M. E. TOWNSEND. 

HoNiNGTON Hall, 

Shipston-on-Stour. 
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a aborning Lttan? 

OGOD the Father, Who in the beginning 
didst say, * Let there be light,* 
Have mercy upon us. 
O God the Son, brightness of the Father's 
glory, and Sun of Righteousness, 
Have mercy upon us. 
O God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, Who didst descend in 
tongues of fire upon the Apostles, 
Have mercy upon us. 
O Holy Trinity, One God, 

Have msrcy upon us. 
O Blessed Jesus, in Whose light alone we can 
see light, 

Shine in our hearts^ we beseech Thee. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst come a Light into 
the world, that whosoever believeth in Thee 
should not walk in darkness, 

Teach us to cast off the works of darkness. 



A MORNING LITANY 



O Blessed Jesus, Who art the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, 

Guide us, we beseech Thee, on our way to 
heaven. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who wast meek and lowly 
in heart. 

Set a watch on our mouthy and keep the 
cbor of our lips. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst breathe the spirit 
of love into this cold world, 

Fill our hearts with love. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst bear Thy heavy 
Cross for us. 

Teach us to take up our cross daily, and 
follow Thee. 
O Blessed Jesus, Lamb of God, Light of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, 

Grant that when the evening comes, it may 
bring us home to Thee. Amen. 



an (Bnmine litang 

OLORD Jesus Christ, Who wilt not 
break the bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flax. 

Have mercy upon us. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst come to 
seek and to save that which was lost, 
Seek and save us. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst say unto 
them that are weary and heavy laden, ' Come 
unto Me, and I will give you rest,' 
Give us rest. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst come, not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister. 

Help us to take up our cross daily, and 
follow Thee. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Captain of our salva- 
tion. Who wast made perfect through sufferings, 
Teach us to endure hardness, as Thy 
good soldiers. 



AN EVENING LITANY 



O Lord Jesus Christ, Who wast lifted up 
from the earth that Thou mightest draw all 
men unto Thee, 

Draw us unto Thyself. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who hast promised 
to be with us always, even unto the end of the 
world, 

Abide with us this nighty and for ever. 
Amen, 



Cfjc CftilHren's Litanp to t&e LorD 3fwu0 

OLORD Jesus Christ, Who didst be- 
come a little Child for our sakes, 
Have mercy upon me. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who wast born in a 
stable, and cradled in a manger, 

Give me a meek and lowly spirit. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst dwell in 
an humble home at Nazareth, 

Make me loving and gentle in my home, 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who wast subject to 
Joseph and Thy Blessed Mother Mary, 
Make me obedient to my parents. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst work with 
Joseph at the trade of a carpenter. 

Help me to do my daily work heartily y as 
unto Thee. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who wast found in 
the Temple at Jerusalem, 

Teach me to love Thy house of prayer. 
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O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst go about 
doing good, 

Show me how I may help and comfort 
others. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst die upon 
the cross for us, 

Help me to bear pain and suffering for 
Thy sake. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who art gone into 
heaven, and wilt come again to be our Judge, 
May I be always watching for Thy re- 
turn^ that, cleansed by Thy precious 
Bloody I may go forth joyfully to 
meet Thee. For Thy merits sake. 
Amen. 



Ctie Cup of buffering 

A LITANY. 

OLORD Jesus Christ, Who for our sakes 
didst endure Thine agony in the garden, 
Have mercy upon me. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Whose soul in that 
hour was exceeding sorrowful even unto death. 
Have compassion upon me^ when oppressed 
with tlie dread of coming grief . 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst pray that 
Thy Father s cup might pass from Thee, 

Strengthen me when I shrink from the 
fellowship of Thy sufferings. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst bow in 
holy submission to Thy Father's will. 

Teach me to say, * Thy will be done! 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst deign to 
ask the sympathy of Thy chosen Three, 

Watch with me, I beseech Thee^ through 
the darkness of this world. 



8 THE CUP OF SUFFERING 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Who wast streng- 
thened by the ministry of an angel, 

Let Thy holy angels minister unto me. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who wast forsaken 
by Thy disciples in Thine utmost need, 

Draw near to me, I beseech Thee, in the 
loneliness of sorrow. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who on the Hill of 
Calvary didst faint beneath the weight of Thy 
cross, 

Help me when my burden seems greater 
than I can bear. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst meekly 
receive the revilings of Thine enemies, 

Teach me cheerfully to bear the injuries 
of men. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who for one moment 
didst endure the hiding of Thy Father's 
face, 

Teach me humbly to bow beneath the chas- 
tisements of God. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who even in the 
hour of death didst take thought for Thy deso- 



THE CUP OF SUFFERING 



late mother, and speak peace to the penitent on 
the cross, 

Grant me grace to forget my own suffer- 
ings in lomng care for others. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who after the sor- 
rows of Thine earthly life didst rest Thy sacred 
Body for three days in the tomb, 

Grant me, I beseech Thee, to rest in Thee 
here, and with TJiee hereafter; for 
Thy merits' and mercies sake. Who 
now livest and reignest with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 



Ctie PoUier of tbt Cro0st of €ttifit 

A LITANY 

OGOD the Father, of Heaven; O God 
the Son, Redeemer of the world; O 
God the Holy Ghost, the Comforter; O holy, 
blessed, and glorious Trinity, 
Have mercy upon us. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who for us didst en- 
dure a life of suffering upon earth, 

Give us grace to take up our cross ^ and 
follow Thee. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who wast lifted up 
from the earth that Thou mightest draw all 
men unto Thee, 

Draw us also unto Thyself. 
By all the sufferings of Thine early years, 
Thy fasting and temptation, Thy homeless wan- 



THE POWER OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST ii 

derings, Thy lonely vigils on the Mount; by 
the weariness and painfulness of Thy ministry 
among men, 

Good L ORD, deliver us. 
By Thine unknown sorrows, by the mys- 
terious burden of the spiritual cross, by Thine 
Agony and Bloody Sweat, 

Good LoRDy deliver us. 
By Thy cross which Thou didst bear to Cal- 
vary, by Thy most precious death and passion, 
by the cleansing power of Thy blood, shed for 
sinners. 

Good L ORD, deliver us. 
We sinners do beseech Thee to hear us, that 
being * dead unto sin, we may live unto right- 
eousness ; ' 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That we may be ready ' to endure hardness 
as good soldiers of the cross of Christ ; * 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That forsaking the world, we may live only 
unto Thee ; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good L ord. 



12 THE POWER OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

That we may be ready to give up all earthly 
blessings at Thy call ; 

We beseech Thee to hear usy good 
Lord. 
That our hearts may be wholly Thine in pro- 
sperity as in adversity ; 

We beseech Thee to hear uSy good Lord. 
For Thine own Name's sake. Amen. 



Litanp for tbe !^our of Cemptatton 

OLORD Jesu, Son of God, Who didst 
Thyself suffer being tempted, 
Succour us in our temptations. 
O Jesu, Son of Man, Who wast in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin, 
Keep us from sin. 
O Jesu, very God and very Man, Who wast 
led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil, 

Grant tis by the same Spirit to be streng- 
thened evermore against the assaults 
of Satan. 
O Jesu, Virgin-born, Who didst fast forty 
days and forty nights in the desert, 

Teach us to mortify the flesh with the 
affections and lusts. 
O Jesu, Holy One of God, thrice triumphant 
in Thy conflict with the Enemy of our souls, 



14 LITANY FOR THE HOUR OF TEMPTATION 

Teach us to withstand the allurements of 
the worlds the fleshy and the devil, 
O Jesu, Saviour of the world, Who didst 
deign to accept the ministry of an angel in Thy 
last agonizing strife, 

Let Thy holy angels minister unto us. 
O Jesu, gracious Mediator, Who didst pray 
for Thine Apostle that his faith might not fail, 
Intercede for us also with the Father. 
O Jesu, Captain of our salvation, made per- 
fect through sufferings, 

Lead us on unto perfection, 
O Jesu, loving Lord, Who art touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities. 

Hear us from Thy heavenly throne. 
O Son of David^ have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, hear us, 
LoRDy have mercy upon us, 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us, 
God the Father bless us, God the Son de- 
fend us, God the Holy Ghost sanctify us, now 
and evermore. Amen, 



litanp for tbt %itk 

O BLESSED Jesus, Who on earth didst 
bear our sicknesses and carry our 
sorrows, 

Have mercy upon me. 
O Blessed Jesus, good Physician of our souls, 
Heal my souly for I have sinned against 
Thee. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst bid the weary 
to come to Thee for rest, 
Give me rest. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst heal the sick 
that were brought to Thee on earth, 

Heal my sickness also^ if it be Thy holy 
will. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst put forth Thy 
Hand and touch the leper kneeling before 
Thee. 

Touch me^ I beseech Thee^ with Thy tender 
Hand. 



l6 LITANY FOR THE SICK I 

O Blessed Jesus, Who didst raise to life the 1 
daughter of Jainis, the widow's son, and Lazarus, 
Thy beloved one, i 

Raise me, I bese^h Thee., to a new life in \ 
Tfue. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst heal all those 
that were possessed with the devil, I 

Drive far from me all evil thoughts and 

temptations of Satan. I 

O Blessed Jesus, Who for us didst suffer the I 

agonies of the cross, I 

Teach me to bear pain meekly for Thee. i 

O Blessed Jesus, who didst say, 'I thirst,' ' 

Refresh me in the burning heat of fever. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst taste death for i 

me, 

Teach me not to fear the hour of death. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst call the penitent 
thief to Thee in Paradise, 

May I rest in Paradise ttfith Thee. Amen. 



Ittanp of 3[nterce00ton 

OGOD the Father, of Heaven ; O God 
the Son, Redeemer of the world ; O 
God the Holy Ghost, the Comforter ; O holy, 
blessed, and glorious Trinity, 

Have mercy upon those for whom we 
pray. 
For all who are troubled in mind and con- 
science, for the weak-hearted, the tempted, arid 
those who are ready to fall. 

We beseech Thee to hear us^ good 
Lord. 
For all who know not the sweetness of Thy 
love or the power of Thy salvation. 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 
For all on whom Thou hast laid the cross of 
suffering. 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 



i8 LITANY OF INTERCESSION 

For all whom Thou dost visit with the 
anguish of pain or the wasting of sickness, 

We beseech Thee to hear us^ good 
Lord. 
For all who are desolate and have no helper, 
for widowed hearts, and for those to whom 
earthly love has been denied. 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 
For those who are lonely in the midst of 
others' joy, for those who mourn lost friendships 
or hearts estranged, 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 
For little children, and for orphans ; for wives 
and mothers; for the childless, and for those 
whose little ones are 'gone before,' 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 
For the labourers in Thy vineyard who are 
bearing the burden and heat of the day. 

We beseech Thee to hear us^ good 
Lord. 



LITANY OF INTERCESSION 19 

For the rich, and for the poor, 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 
For the aged and the helpless, for the feeble 
and the darkened in mind, and for those who 
are wearied with the journey of life, 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 
For all to whom the hour of death is drawing 
nigh. 

We beseech Thee to hear us ^ good Lord, 
For Thy cUar Names sake. Amen. 



litanp of tbt ^oon %){)ep{)erli 

O BLESSED Jesus, tender Shepherd, 
Who callest Thine own sheep by name, 
and leadest them out, 

Ca/l us, we beseech Thee. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who goest before us in 
the way, 

Help us to follow Thee whithersoever 
Thou leadest. 
O Blessed Jesus, Whose sheep know not the 
voice of strangers, 

Cause us to hear Thy gracious voice. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who knowest Thine own 
sheep by name. 

Teach us to know Thee by Thy name of 
Love. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who dost feed Thy flock 
like a Shepherd, 

Give us of the Bread of Life. 
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O Blessed Jesus, Who dost lead Thy flock 
by the waters of peace, 

Give us to drink of the Fountain of 
Everlasting Life. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who dost cause Thy 
flock to lie down. 

Give us rest in Thee. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who dost gather the lambs 
in Thine Arms, 

Shelter our weakness in Thy loving Bosom. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst lay down Thy 
Life for Thy sheep, 

Help us to spend our lives for Thee. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who hast promised life 
to Thy sheep in the heavenly fold, 

Let no man^ we beseech Thee^ pluck us out 
of Thy Hand. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who didst come to seek 
and to save that which was lost, 

Seek and save us when we wander from 
Thee. 
O Blessed Jesus, Who art seeking even 
now those who know Thee not. 

Let the strangers hear Thy voice. 



22 LITANY OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

O Blessed Jesus, Who dost love all Thy 
sheep, though they be not of this fold, 

Hasten the time when there shall be one 
Fold and one Shepherd. 
O Blessed Jesus, guide us and feed us, and 
nothing shall be wanting to us in the place of 
the pasture wherein Thou hast folded us till 
we come to the pastures of eternal life. For 
Thy own Name s sake. Amen. 



Ittanp of t^e Comforter 

OGOD the Holy Ghost, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, 
Have mercy upon us, 
O Holy Spirit, Comforter of the weary and 
the sad, 

Comfort us, we beseech Thee, in all our 
tribulations. 
O Holy Spirit, Illuminator of Thy people, 
Give us light, we beseech Thee, in the dark- 
ness of this world. 
O Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of Thine elect, 

Keep us, we beseech Thee, from all sin. 
O Holy Paraclete, Advocate with the 
Father, 

Intercede for us, we beseech Thee, accord- 
ing to the will of God. 
O Holy Spirit of Love, 

Teach us, we beseech Thee, more and more 
of the love of Christ. 
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O Holy Spirit of Truth, 

Lead us, we beseech Thee, into all truths 
and bring always to our remem' 
brance the words of ^esus. 
O Holy Spirit of Counsel, 

Guide us, we beseech Thee, through the 
trials and perplexities of life. 
O Blessed Spirit, dwell in us and with us, 
according to our Lord s own promise. Without 
Thee we are as orphans in this lonely world ; 
leave us not comfortless, we beseech Thee. 
We are weak with suffering and with struggles 
against sin, and we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought ; pray Thou for us, we 
beseech Thee, before the heavenly Throne; help 
our infirmities; purify our hearts; breathe into 
our souls evermore the breath of Thy Divine 
Life, that our whole body and soul and spirit 
may be presented blameless, and sanctified as 
an holy temple by Thine indwelling presence. 
Amen. 



OGOD the Father Almighty; O God the 
Son, Redeemer of the world ; O God the 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter; O holy, blessed, 
and glorious Trinity, 

Have mercy upon me. 
O Jesu, Who on earth hadst not where to 
lay Thy Head, 

Teach me to rest my weariness in Thee, 
O Jesu, Who didst continue all night in 
prayer to God, 

Give me a fixed and prayerful heart. 
O Jesu, Who from the mountain didst behold 
Thy disciples toiling in rowing, 

Look mercifully upon me from the 
heavenly land. 
O Jesu, Who in the fourth watch of the night 
didst draw near to the tossing boat. 

Calm me^ I beseech Thee^ in my sleepless 
tossings to and fro. 



26 A LITANY FOR THE NIGHT WATCHES 

O Jesu, Who didst entreat Thy friends to 
watch with Thee in Thine Agony, 

Watch with me, I pray Thee, in my lone- 
liness. 
O Jesu, Who through one long night didst 
suffer at the hands of men, 

Teach me to love my cross, and to lie still 
in Thee. 
O Jesu, Who didst go down into the grave 
to make it bright and holy for us. 

Take away from me the fear of the 
shadow of death. 
O Jesu, Who givest Thy beloved sleep, 

Grant that even while I sleep, my heart 
may wake with Thee. 
O Jesu, Who art the Bright and Morning 
Star, 

Teach me to watch for the heavenly 
morning. Amen. 



Clie Coming of €hti«t 

A LITANY 

OJESU, Son of God and Son of Man, for 
Whose second Coming in glory we 
watcH and wait, 

TeacA us more and more to love Thine 
appearing. 
O Jesu, our Redeemer and our Judge, Who 
wilt bring every secret thought into judgment, 
Give us a holy awe of offending Thee. 
O Jesu, Blessed Master, Who hast promised 
to accept the lowliest services of Thy people. 

Grant that at the last day we may hear 

Thy gracious voice saying to us ^^ Well 

done' 

O Jesu, Lord of Thy household the Church, 

Who hast given to each one of us a work for 

Thee, 

May we be found faithful at Thy 
Coming. 



28 THE COMING OF CHRIST 

O Jesu, unchanging Friend, Whom having 
not seen we love, 

Hasten, we beseech Thee, the day of Thy 
returning. 
O Jesu, Saviour of mankind, Who didst 
come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
Reveal Thyself we beseech Thee, to those 
who know Thee not. 
O Jesu, Heavenly Bridegroom, Who art 
drawing near to us, through the darkness of 
this world. 

Grant that we, loving Thee above all 
things, may go for th joyfully to meet 
Thee. 
O Jesu, Who on earth hast fed us with 
heavenly food, 

. Grant that we may sit down with Thee at 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
Hear us, we beseech Thee, for Thine own 
Name's sake. Amen. 

ii^e iBaitl^t ^uretif 3 come autc&Ie, 9men« 
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